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International application No. 
PCT/AU03/00034 



Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[ | the international application as originally filed. 

fx] the description, pages 1-7, as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

X the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 8-9, received on 11 September 2003 with the letter of 11 September 2003 

X the drawings, pages 1/7 - 7/7, as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 
| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

[ Zl ^ ^S 11 ^ 6 °f a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1(b)). 

| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| [ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| | contained in the international application in written form. 

|~] filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

f j The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

4. p^j The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

f ] the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental B ox (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in 
this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 
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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following documents identified in the International Search Report have been considered for the purposes of 
this report: 

Dl-US 5733647 A 
D2-GB 2011243 A 

The present claims are directed to an orthotic insert and a method of making such an insert having a first and 
second portion wherein the first and second portions are formed from heat mouldable ethyl vinyl acetate. The 
second portion is formed from a material of higher resistance to deformation than the first portion and wherein the 
second portion is adapted to provide support in the heel region of a person's foot. 

These features are not disclosed in any of the citations. Dl discloses a removable insole having a thermoplastic 
layer formed from EVA. A heel cup, formed from foam EVA, is attached to the heel portion of the insole. This 
citation fails to disclose the use of a material having a greater resistance to deformation on the heel area. D2 
discloses an insole having zones of different densities/elasticity. There is no disclosure of the use of heat mouldable 
ethyl vinyl acetate in D2. 

Therefore the subject matter of these claims is new and meets the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT with regard 
to the requirement for novelty. . 

The claimed invention is not obvious in the light of any of the cited documents nor disclosed in any obvious 
combination, nor would the claimed invention be obvious to a person skilled in the art in the light of common 
general knowledge by itself or in combination with any of these documents. 
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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS :- 

1. An orthotic insert having a first and second portion, said second portion being 
formed of a material of higher resistance to deformation than said first portion, wherein 

5 said insert is heat mouldable to conform to a patient's foot. 

2. The orthotic insert as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first and second portions of 
the orthotic insert are formed from resilient material, with the second portion being 
formed from a resilient material of higher resistance to deformation than said first 
portion. , 

10 3. The orthotic insert as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein the second portion is 
formed from a material of higher density than the material from which the first portion is 
made. 

4. The orthotic insert as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said first and 
second portions of the orthotic insert are formed from ethyl vinyl acetate. 
15 5. The orthotic insert as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein said first and 
second portions of the orthotic insert are joined by bonding. 

6. The orthotic insert as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the second 
portion is adapted to provide support for the heel region of a person's foot. 

7. The orthotic insert as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the second 
20 portion is adapted to provide support for the heel and arch regions of a person's foot. 

8. The orthotic insert as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 7, wherein the second 
portion has a substantially U- or J-shaped configuration which extends partially around 
the periphery of the insert corresponding to the heel and arch regions of a person's foot. 

9. A method of producing an orthotic insert comprising forming a first portion of 
25 the insert from a heat mouldable material, forming a second portion of the insert from a 
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heat monldable material of higher resistance to deformation than said first portion of the 
insert, and joining said first and second portions together to form the insert. 

10. The method of producing an orthotic insert as claimed in claim 9, wherein the 
first portion of the insert is formed by moulding. 

5 11. The method of producing an orthotic insert as claimed in claim 10, wherein the 
first piortion of the insert is formed by heat moulding. 

12. The method of producing an orthotic insert as claimed in any one of claims 9 to 

11, wherein the second portion of the insert is formed by moulding. 

13. 13. The method of producing an orthotic insert as claimed in claim 12, wherein the 
10 second portion of the insert is formed by heat moulding. 

14. The method of producing an orthotic insert as claimed in any one of claims 9 to 

13, wherein the said first and second portions are joined together by means of bonding. 



